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liability in a fiscal year in excess of the amount stated for each purpose in the finally adopted budget, 
except as provided by law, REGARDLESS of whether the city or town has received at any time, or 
has on hand, monies or revenue in excess of the amount required to meet expenditures, debts, 
obligations, and liabilities that are incurred under the budget. Attorney General Opinion I78-132 
relating to federal monies received by cities or towns has interpreted this statute as prohibiting cities 
or towns from spending monies that were received unexpectedly during the current budget year if the 
expenditures were not included in the current year’s budget.  

However, the AG Opinion provides an exception if a city or town is merely a conduit for the 
expenditure of the monies. The federal grant must be analyzed to determine whether the exception is 
applicable. Additionally, there may be instances in which additional federal monies may be received 
for a grant that was already included in the current year’s budget. In such cases, the provisions 
of A.R.S. §42-17106(B) may allow the city/town council to revise the budget at the department level 
if the provisions of that statute are followed. However, total budgeted expenditures may not be 
increased. 

Source:  State of Arizona Office of the Auditor General
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